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during this visit, but several years later reproached the nihil-
ist for having betrayed Russia. Feodor Mikhailovich wrote in
A Writer's Diary, "Herzen did not emigrate, he was born
an ermgre. Because he separated himself from the peo-
ple, he naturally lost his God. It goes without saying that
Herzen was bound to be a socialist, motivated solely by the
logic of his ideas and total lack of any feeling for his native
land. ... He denied the family, yet he seems to have been
a good father and husband. He denied property, but man-
aged his affairs quite well, and had the pleasure of not feeling
the pinch of poverty in a foreign land. He organized the rev-
olution and urged others to action; at the same time, he loved
peace and comfort in his own home."
Because Herzen showed him around, Dostoevsky found
London more attractive than Paris. "The streets are lighted
by gas jets, such as are unknown in Russia. At every step,
there are cafes with mirrors and gilt ornaments. People
gather together there and find shelter." On July 8 he re-
turned to Paris. During his first stay in Paris, Dostoevsky had
written to Strakhov, suggesting that they go to Switzerland
and Italy together. Strakhov agreed, and Geneva was chosen
as their meeting place. Dostoevsky returned to Paris on
July 8 and proceeded to Geneva by way of Cologne, Diis-
seldorf, Fayence and Basel, joining Strakhov on July 22.
The two friends found Switzerland "dull and gloomy";
nevertheless, they went to Lucerne and thence to Turin and
Genoa. From Genoa they took a boat to Leghorn; and from
there they went to Florence by rail. But Dostoevsky was not
a good traveler. He walked about like a somnambulist, and
came out of his trance only to catch a glimpse of the silhou-
ette of a fat bourgeois seated in a cafe or of a landlady blow-
ing her nose, pulling it like a bell cord. In a flash he evoked